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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 9/15/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 5/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In regard to applicant's arguments on p. 9,10, the applicant asserts that, "...neither 
Niikawa nor Hirasawa, considered alone or in combination, teach or suggest all of the features of 
claim 6. For example, at the least, neither Niikawa nor Hirasawa teach or suggest a status display 
control device located on said back region that enables a user of the image capturing device to 
manually move said status information vertically and/or horizontally within said camera-back 
display," as is recited in claim 6, as amended. As correctly pointed out in the Office Action, 
Niikawa does not teach or suggest this feature of claim 6 (see Office Action, page 3 - the claim 
differs firom Niikawa in that the claim further requires that said status display control device 
controls horizontal and/or vertical movements of said stams display within said camera-back 
display). Additionally, the Examiner has also correctly pointed out that Hirasawa does not teach 
or suggest this feature (see Office Action, page 3 - "it is respectfully submitted that the examiner 
has not relied upon the teachings of Hirasawa to meet limitations of moving a status display 
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within a camera-back display.")- It is respectfully submitted that just because the examiner has 
not relied upon the teaching of does not mean the combination is invalid. The combination 
produces the movement of the status display within the camera-back display of Niikawa et al. As 
far as Hirasawa, Hirasawa does teach a status display (Figure 21, FADE; {FADE indicates that 
fade mode is the current operational parameter of the camera (see Hirasawa, Col 11, Lines 51- 
61). It is easy to see how a current operational parameter can be considered a status of the 
camera,}) moved within a display {In the case of Figure 21, it is moved in a horizontal 
direction) in accordance with a half-depressed switch button supplied on a back region of the 
camera (Figure 3, Figure 21; Col. 15, Lines 61-67). Although the display is not located on the 
camera's back like Niikawa, it is a display nonetheless, and the cameras of Niikawa and 
Hirasawa are well within the same field of endeavor. Furthermore, an argument could be made 
that the monitor (display) of Hirasawa is located on a back-region of the camera, defined by any 
region of the camera not being the lens which is located in the front as seen in Figure 3, but due 
to that uncertainty, such an argument is not made which precludes Hirasawa from being used as 
a 102(b) reference. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinaiy skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 2,4-6,9,10,13,14,17-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Niikawa et al. (US 20020171747) in view of Hirasawa (US # 5,579,048). 
Claims 6,10,14 will be discussed first. 

As to claim 6, Niikawa et al. teaches an image capturing device (Figure 3, image 
capturing apparatus "1")^ comprising: a main body (Figure 3, camera body "2"); a camera-back 
display (Figure 3, LCD "10") located on a back region of said main body ([0035]) and adapted to 
display a captured image in a display area ([0035]); and a status display provided within said 
display area of said camera-back display (Figure 8, additional information display "lOg"; [0080]) 
and adapted to display status information of said image capturing device (Figure 8, camera status 
setting display "lOj"; [0080]); and a status display control device located on said back region that 
controls a position of said status display within said camera-back display. The claim differs from 
Niikawa et al. in that it further requires that said status display control device enables a user to 
manually move said status display horizontally and/or vertically within said camera-back 
display. 

In the same field of endeavor, Hirasawa teaches the use of switching control device to 
move a menu within a viewfinder display in a horizontal and vertical position (Figure 21; Col. 
15, Lines 61-67, Col. 16, Lines 1-7). In light of the teaching of Hirasawa, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Niikawa et al. to include the ability to move the status display within the LCD, 
because an artisan of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that this would allow the user to 
move the camera status display if it were to interfere with the image being displayed. 
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As to claim 10, Niikawa et al. teaches an image capturing device (Figure 3, image 
capturing apparatus "1"), comprising: a camera-back display (Figure 3, LCD "10") located on a 
back region of a main body of said image capturing device for displaying status information 
(Figure 8); a status display control device (Figure 3, crossed switch (U, L, R, D) "35", LCD 
"31", OK "32", cancel "33", menu "34") capable of accepting user inputs (Figure 9, "ST12", 
"ST 17") and controlling a status display within said camera-back display (Col. 4, "Table 1"; 
Figure 9; {The LCD button being pressed controls the LCD&EVFStatus which in turn controls 
whether or not the camera status display is displayed on the camera-back display,}); a memory 
(Figure 4, ROM, RAM of overall controller "211", VRAM "210", "VRAM "220") including a 
status information storage area comprising one or more status information items of said image 
capturing device (It is inherent in the system of Niikawa et al that the status information be 
stored in some area of the memory, \ and a picture-in-picture routine capable of generating said 
status display (Figure 4, ROM of system controller "211"; [0066], Lines 5-11; {If the ROM in 
overall controller produces the image data and information associated with it that is stored in 
the memory card, it is inherent in the system of Niikawa et al that it would do the same before it 
displays that additional information on the LCD,}); and a processor (Figure 4, overall controller 
"21 1") communicating with said camera-back display (Figure 4, connection between VRAM 
buffer "210" and LCD "10"), said status display control device (Figure 4, connection with 
manual controller "250"; [0057]), and said memory (Figure 4, connection with VRAMs "210" 
and "220" and ROM and RAM), and wherein said processor receives said user inputs (Figure 3, 
crossed switch (U, L, R, D) "35", LCD "31", OK "32", cancel "33", menu "34"; [0057]) and 
generates said status display ([0066], Lines 5-11; {If the overall controller produces the image 
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data and information associated with it that is stored in the memory card, it is inherent in the 
system ofNiikawa et al that it would do the same before it displays that additional information 
on the LCD.}). The claim differs from Niikawa et al. in that it further requires that said status 
display control device enables a user of the image capturing device to manually move the status 
information horizontally and/or vertically within said camera-back display. 

In the same field of endeavor, Hirasaw^a teaches the use of sv^tching control device to 
move a menu within a viewfinder display in a horizontal and vertical position (Figure 21; Col. 
15, Lines 61-67, Col. 16, Lines 1-7). In light of the teaching of Hirasawa, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system ofNiikawa et al. to include the ability to move the status display within the LCD, 
because an artisan of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that this would allow the user to 
move the camera status display if it were to interfere with the image being displayed. 

As to claim 14, Niikawa et al. teaches a status information display method for an image 
capturing device (Figure 8), comprising the steps of: providing a camera-back display (Figure 3, 
LCD "10") located on a back region of a main body of said image capturing device ([0035]); 
providing a movable status display within said camera-back display (Figure 8, Figures 12 & 
16A/B; {From the figures, it can be seen that status display can be moved between sizes.}); and 
providing a status display control device (Figure 3, crossed switch (U, L, R, D) "35", LCD "31", 
OK "32", cancel "33", menu "34") that controls a position of said status display within said 
camera-back display (Col. 4, "Table 1"; Figure 9; {The LCD button being pressed controls the 
LCD&EVF_Status which in turn controls whether or not the camera status display is displayed 
on the camera-back display. Examiner interprets position as being displayed in Figures 12 and 
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16A, not displayed in Figure I6B, or displayed as a picture-in-picture in format as seen in 
Figure 8,}); wherein said status display displays one or more status information items relating to 
operational parameters of said device (Figure 12). The claim differs from Niikawa et al. in that it 
further requires that said status display control device enables a user of the image capturing 
device to manually move said status display horizontally and/or vertically within said camera- 
back display. 

In the same field of endeavor, Hirasawa teaches the use of switching control device to 
move a menu within a viewfinder display in a horizontal and vertical position (Figure 21; Col. 
15, Lines 61-67, Col. 16, Lines 1-7). In light of the teaching of Hirasawa, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Niikawa et al. to include the ability to move the status display within the LCD, 
because an artisan of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that this would allow the user to 
move the camera status display if it were to interfere with the image being displayed. 

As to claim 2, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the image capturing 
device of claim 6, wherein said status display comprises a picture-in-picture display within said 
camera-back display (see Niikawa et al.. Figure 8; {Applicant defines on p,4, [0013] of 
specification that a picture-in-picture display is when the status display covers only a portion of 
the camera-back display,}). 

As to claim 4, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the image capturing 
device of claim 6, further comprising a status display control device located on said back region 
(Figure 3, crossed switch (U, L, R, D) "35", LCD "31", OK "32", cancel "33", menu "34"; 
[0037]) that controls a size of said status display within said camera-back display (see Niikawa et 
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aL, Col. 4, "Table 1"; Figure 9; {The LCD button being pressed controls the LCD&EVF Status 
which in turn controls whether or not the camera status display is displayed on the camera-back 
display.} Size of the camera status display is changed as shown in figures 8 and 16A/B). 

As to claim 5, Niikawa et aL, as modified by Hirasawa teaches the image capturing 
device of claim 6, further comprising a status display control device located on said back region 
that enables and disables said status display (see Niikawa et aL, CoL 4, "Table 1"; Figure 9; 
{The LCD button being pressed controls the LCD&EVF Status which in turn controls whether 
or not the camera status display is displayed on the camera-back display.}). 

As to claim 9, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the image capturing 
device of claim 10, wherein said memory further includes a user-settable display enable 
variable that enables and disables said status display (see Niikawa et al., CoL 4, Table 1, 
LCD&EVF_Status; Figure 9). 

As to claim 13, Niikawa et aL, as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the method of claim 14, 
wherein said status display displays said one or more status information items within said 
camera-back display in a picture-in-picture format (see Niikawa et aL, Figure 8; {Applicant 
defines on p.4, [0013] of specification that a picture-in-picture display is when the status display 
covers only a portion of the camera-back display,}). 

As to claim 17, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the method of claim 14, 
wherein said status display displays a flash mode status information (see Niikawa et al.. Figure 
12, Flash: AUTO). 
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As to claim 18, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the method of claim 14, 
wherein said status display displays a battery status information (see Niikawa et al., Figure 12, 
Battery Capacity: 5/10). 

As to claim 19, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the method of claim 14, 
wherein said status display displays an image resolution status information (see Niikawa et al., 
Figure 12, Resolution: 1600x1200). 

As to claim 20, Niikawa et al., as modified by Hirasawa, teaches the method of claim 14, 
wherein said status display displays a number of captured images (see Niikawa et al.. Figure 8; 
{Number of images remaining displays indirectly how many were taken.}). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 21-34 are allowed. The reasons for allowance can be found in the Office Action 
dated 3/11/2005. 

5. Claims 7, 1 1 , 1 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. The reasons for allowance can be found in the previous Office 
Action. 



Conclusion 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony J. Daniels whose telephone number is (571) 272-7362. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Busmess Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



AD 

11/18/2005 
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